
Charles Le Bastier 

A French Vari-Colour Oval Gold Box
Gold

Paris, 1778-9

Maker’s mark of Charles Le Bastier

Width: 8.8 cm, 3 ½ in.

Weight: 126 g, 4.05 oz.

 
 

Of oval form, adorned throughout with vari-colour gold applied decoration. The cover featuring a central
cartouche depicting musical attributes set within a landscape against a chased background and
surrounded by a foliate border, the sides also with small oval cartouches of musical instruments

surmounted by tied ribbons.

 
 

Artist description:
Charles Le Bastier, son of a Paris mercer of the same name, was apprenticed on 3 October 1738 at
the age of 14, to Gabriel Vougny, marchand-orfèvre-joaillier. With the sponsorship of Jean Moynat,
himself a noted gold box maker, Le Bastier became master goldsmith on 20 December 1754. He

worked from the same premises in the rue Thévenot, near the rue St-Denis, until last recorded in 1783.
Le Bastier was a successful and prolific maker of gold boxes who also supplied other retailers such as



Jean-François Garand and Grancher of Du Petit Dunkerque, whose name or shop name appear
engraved on the rims of several of Le Bastier's boxes. In the special tax list of 1774, he was listed 9th in

order of the importance of his business. Since a number of Le Bastier's boxes survive in various
collections (most notably in the Louvre and the Thurn und Taxis Museum, Regensburg), it is possible to
trace the progression of his work from the earliest silver boxes with coloured gold ornament through a

series of richly chased but comparatively plain gold boxes to the almost immediately recognisable gold
and enamel boxes of his maturity.


